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T . ./CONOLUSIONS

1. While no Sino-Soviet bloc cquhtr& is likely to conclude a
formal mutual defense agreement with Cuba, or to establish military

bases in that country, the bloc has already extended considerable

military assistance to Cuba in the form of some 10,000 tons of
military equipment., Thus'far, some 10 helicopters, large quanti-
fies of machineguns and other small arms have been positively iden-
tified. However; we.feel that also approximately 40 medium tanks, :

210 artillery pieces, #nd possibly_uﬁ ho six MIG aircraft have also §
been delivered. This assistance is likely to be continued and ex- |
panded, though it is highly unl;kéiy that Soviet nuclear weapons
or the latest models of major military items will be included in
the forseeable futufe. Military training of Cubans in the bloc is
already underway and Soviet bloc military technicians are in Cuba,

2. The Soviet Union is not likely'to go to war with the United
States over the Cuban issue. Khrushchev's statements implying
Soviet militaﬁy suppory fperuﬁahin the event of a US attack have
been qualified and were calculated_to_create a presumption of
Soviet intentions rather than an actual Soviet committment. At the
same tiﬁe, it opened the way for the Soviet Union to c¢laim credit

" for deterring an attack by anti-Castro forces.,

3. There is éurrently no evidence that any Sino-Soviet bloc '
country has dispatched or is organizing a '"volunteer" force for
military service in Cuba, Moreover, it is'unlikely that any bloc
country would seriously contemplate the devélopment of such a force

for deployment to Cuba, in view of the difficulty in supporting shch
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a force logistically and the risk of having such a force become in- ‘
volved in a conflict with the United States under circumstances
disadvantageous to them, : ' {

4. The Sino-Soviet bloc has nevertheless heavily committed its

prestige to the survival of the Castro regime.illts economic assis-

. . {
- tance is considerable~-so great in fact that the regime probably :
1

could not now survive without it. The successful Soviet effort

to provide Cuba with all its petroleunm needs has been at considera-
ble expense and disruption to its normal tanker operations and the _ !
éoviet Union has given priority to other CUban needs eveh on occa-
sion at. the expense of other trading partners,

5. The Sino-Soviet bloc's support for the Castro regime is part
of its larger effort to isolate the United States-and_to weaken and
eventually destroy its influence throughoqt the world. - The Castro
regime has already become an effective instrument of fhe'bloc
tbward achieving these ends in Latin America and, to a lésser ex~
tent, among underdeveloped and émerging nations throughout the
world.

6. The Soviet bloc military equipment already shipped to Cuba, as

‘well as prior military‘purchéses by Castro}from Western sources,

have contributed substantially to a major buildup of ground forces
there,” This is reflected in the great expansion of personnel in
the Cuban armed forces. Before Castro, the ground forces consisted
in a 21,000-man army and a national police force of 7,650. The

present Cuban ground forces consist in the Revolutionary Army of

approximately 32,000, the Revolutionary National Police of 9,000,'
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and, the militia estimated at 200,000, The navy and the air force

RS

have generally deteriorated in capabilifies.

7. Initially, the_purpbse of Cuba's military buildup was self
defense, Anti-Castro guerrillas have been active in severai areas
insidevCuba and exile groupé pose a qonstant invasion threat,
However, the current sharpqning_an§‘s;;gngthening of aliAthe in-
struments of police state control ;ugggst that .the related motive

of tightening the dictatorship is an equal, if not ﬁresently the
prime, purpose of the mil;tary bqi;dup; The regime, which has set
out to impose a thorohgh socio-economic r§v61ution on the country
at a faster pace than_probably.qgg_q;her government in history,
evidently estimates that ;ts”qOmgétgg objectives can be achievéd
only through the régimentation of the Cubén-peOple under a policé
state. _ o -' .

.8, The militia is a primary instrument of the state in strengthen-
iﬁg and extending its control. Drawﬂufrom wide sectors of fhe
'pqpulation, though pr;marily fro@”ugpapvanqdrural lower'income '
groups, a hard core of the militia is equipped with modern weapons
and is organized with increasing eﬁ:iciency while a larger portion
is uﬁdergoing~regu1ar part time military training. Some militia
units have been assigned to dutiesﬁnorma11§ carried out by the
arned forces. The militia.provides the government with a substan-
tial armed force with which to controi the populace as a whole and

éubjects a relatively large number of Cubans to military discipline

and political indoctrination, At the same time, it contributes
towarq solving the serious unemployment problem. Communist penetra-

tion of the militia is probably extensive, . ‘

J
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9:', The Castro regime is co#vinped.that the Cuban revolution is'
the vanguard of "the anti-imperialist rebellion" that will in=
evitably sweep all of Latin America, It is activély encouraging
'anq covertly assisting Communist_and Cdmmunist-ihflhenced revolu-
tionary groups in other Latin American countries at every oppor- |
tunity. Its methods 1ncludehintensive propaganda'suppérted by

the Castro-subsidized internationgl news agency that has close
working ties with Sino~-Soviet bloc news agencies and actually re-
flects the propaganda line of Moscow and Peiping. Cuban diplomatic
missions have frequently provided Cpmmuniét-oriented student and
labor grdups with propaganda material and financial assistance,
When another country is considereq‘by Cuban leaders to be ripe for
revolution, the rebels can be‘sﬁpplied with the necessary weapons

" from Cubé. Sovie? military»equipment_ip Cubg permits the release
. of older Western-ﬁade equipment for this purpose and Cuba has an
overabundance:.of the smali arms best suitéd.ior these purposes.

It also has the capability qf delivering these weapons to rebel
groups in nearby countries qf the Caribbean area., Cuban arms aid,
however, 1is only one Cuban method of subverting other governments,
Military support is useful only'when the climate for rebellion is
Yipe- in a particular country--a climate which Cuba seeks assiduously
to develop by other means, '

10, Cuban subversion is further supported by the Castro subsid;zed
travel to Cuba of numerous Latin Americans who are exposed there

to further political indoctrination and, according to'frequent re-~

ports, given military training.

-4 - .
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11. Direct Cuban intervention_against‘another goverament, in the
form of a large scale Cuban-based invasion force does not appear
likely at present. .Cuban militgry_assistancé to rebel movements

in other countries will probably continue, however. Under certain
circumsfances, only a small gquantity of weapons would be sufficient
to seriously threaten a government already weakened by internal
subversion. Cuban arms aid is I;kelyito be limited to Communist

or Communist-iﬁiluencgd grogps.and“provided on;y when C;ban leaders
estimate that the planned revolution has a reasonaﬁle chance of
success,

12. There are indications that Guatemala may have been selected

as a promiSing target for further Cuban-directed revolutipnary
éction, though the 13 November rgfq}t in that équntry(does not
appear to have been directly inspired from Cuba., Cuba is reliably
reported to have last month pxovideq-the”GuatemaIan Cbmmunist party
and a Communist-infiltrated rgvplutiopapy group in Guatemala with

finéncial support and the promise of arms aid, Ex~President. Arbenz

| and top Guatemalan Communist leaders are presently in Cuba and

probably have a role in Cuban plans. Cuba may also provide materiil
support for the strong Communist and pro-Communist opposition to

Venezuelan President Betancourt.

It
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_— DISCUSSION

Sino-Soviet Military Collaboration With The Castro Regime:

1. Following the seizure of power by the Castro regime 1in January »
1959 intermittent Cuban military contacts were made with Sino-Soviet bloc
countries--notably Czechoslovakia--but.these apparently did not result
in firm military aid commitments until the early summer of 1960. As
Cuba's éiforts to purchase military goods in the Free World became
increasingly difficult throughout 1959 and early 1960, Cuban arms pur-
chasing miésions traveled to the bloc to investigate new sources of
supply. Discussiqns reportedly covered a whole_range of equipment
from small arms to modern jet aircraft.

2, These preliminary contacts may have crystallized during First .

.Députy Premier Mikoyan's visit to Cuba in February 1960, when Moscow

abandoned its policy of aloofness -toward the Cuban revolution and public-

ly announced its support of the Castro regime, Mikoyan's visit signaled

the beginning of a series of trade and aid agreements between Cuba and

‘neaply all coﬁntries of the Sino-Soviet bloc. As political and economic

contacts were established, it became apparent that the bloc intended to
back up its propaganda support for Cuba with a major campgign of material
assistance, |

3. Soviet activities in exploiting the rapid deterioration of US-
Chﬁan'relations, however, were inhibited during the spring of 1960 by
the impending summit conference and President Eisenhower's scheduled
visit to the USSR. With the collapse of the summit in ﬁay and the can-
cellation of the President's trip, these inhibitions were removed and

the bloc launched a more intensive drive to expand its influence over

NW 30987
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the 0qs%?o.regimg. In thé post-summit peribd this cgmpaign haS'inp;udgd. ‘
gubl;élgttacks on the validity df the Monroé Doctrine and assurances of'
Soviet support in the event of economic of military measureé that the US
migpt‘undertake_against Cuba. These assurances--including the ambiguous
references to retaliation with missiles--have been phrased broadly enough
to cover the supply of military equipment and technical ass;stance without
committing the USSR to specific military action in support of Cuba.

_~4. Soon after the summit collapse in May, Cuban military negotia-
tions apparently were undertaken with the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia.
Czeéh:Cuban talks in Havana during May and June were immediately followed
up by a %rip'to Prague and Moscow by Cuban Minister of Armed Forces Raul
'CaStré.vPresumgbly agreements were concluded during these negotiations '
to provide for future deliveries of bloc arms,

5. During the summer of 1960, probably im early July, at least one
Apartial.cargo of Czech small .arms and ammunition waé delivered to Cuba,
along with four Mi~-4 helicopters, Shortly thereafter, the first large
group of Cuban military personnel was sent to Czechosiovakia to receive
‘military training, including f£light and artillery instruction. By the
end of August nearly 150 Cubans were.receiﬁing military training in
Czechoslovakia,

" 6, Further -military talks during July and August probably were held
qonéérning detailed arrangements for the delivery of Soviet bloc arms,
accompanied by military technicians to provide the necessary training.

Not until September 1960, however, did major shipments get under way.
Between 8 September and 18 October, four Soviet vessels delivered at

least 10,000 tons of materiel to Cuba and a fifth vessel delivered a

partial military cargo, Additional deliveries are expected but none
-2 -
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were Lnown to be scheduled or en route as of 15 November,

o

-

7. Because of the stringent security precautions surrounding the’
off—loading of military cargoes in Cuba, information on the types and
queut}ties of bloc materiel is fragmentary. Reliable reports indicate,
howeger! that shipments cousisted of a complete range of»land armaments,‘
1pc1ud}ng medium tanks, field and antiaircraft artillery, militarf
Veh;cles,.:adar and communications equipment, and large.quantities_of_

‘ iutentpy weapons and ammunition, In addition, helicopters and possibly
Hothef alrcraft have been delivered, |

‘:8. Reports persistythat MIG jet fighters are already in Cuba, but
these have not been confirmed by a reliable US observer, Soviet vessels ‘
have delivered crates which could accommodate fighter aircraft, but the
observed dimensions of these crates do not correlate with those used to
deliver Jjet fighters to other areas, Moreover, it ie believed that
»Caspfo wou1d not delay displaying such military items for prestige:pur-
poses and as evidence of Cuba's military strength,

* 9. Bloc military deliveries to Cuba thus far have significantly
essisted the Castro regime in its attempts to develop a greater militar§
capability. Despite a long build-up, the Cuban army had almost no anti-
aircrgft”defense_capability,'and artillery and ;rmored suuport was
‘negligible before the arrival of this type of bloc equipment, In addi-
tion, the considerable quantities of modern bloc small arus and ammuni-
- tion have enabled the regime to establish and maintain an expanding
ueivilian militia.} Nevertheless, there are limits to the type and_quan—
tity of equipment which the bloc will offer Cuba, In particular,
nuclear weapons, missiles, highly advanced aircraft ofhef thah MIG-15's

and 17's and other sophisticated weapons are very unlikely..

-3 -
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?W ) }9, .Several small groups,o£~Cuban military trainees reportedly'
;erelseny to the bloc prior to the summer of 1860, but no information
is avg;@eb;e fo confirm these reports. In July and August{ however,
two 1arge groups qf Cﬁbans were sent to Czechoslqvakia and their mission
p:obab}&.iqvolvedfmilitary'instruction, including artillery methods
end_tra;ning‘as piiots and ground crews. Altogether, from 100 to 130
Cubans currently are engaged in military training activities in
Qgepyoelovakia; and perhaps a small number also are in the USSR. It
.appears likely that cadets with 11tt1e_previous military experience
ﬁere;sent for training in the bloc. If so, Cuban student pilots may
be;receivipg only preliminary flight instruction in Czechoslovakia and
they may return to Cuba for jet trensition training on bloc aircraft,
whieh.if not already delivered, can be expected.to arrive by the time
this trgihing is' completed, |

-.;1. There is no evidence that Soviet bloc or other nationals
are being‘traine& in the bloc for military duf& in Cuba.
"7 12, Precise information is unavailable on the numbers and activi-
ties of bloc military technicians in Cuba.l~1t is estimated that from
100 to 200 Czech and Soviet teehnicians currently are working in
military capacities for the Cuban government, The number may be higher,
but based on bloc military-technical assistance to other nonbloc .
countries, and on the size of the arms shipments thus far, it is likely
that ‘most reports greatly exaggerate the numbers of bloc military

personnel.in Cuba.

13. ‘Soon after the arrival of the first large bloc arms shipment

NW 30987
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ﬁn §gp§emb9t!"0zgch gpd Sov;étfteghpiciaqs rqported’we;e ass}sting.the
éqbaq military in"aégembling é%ﬁipment and 1ﬁstalling such weapons as
aqtiaircgagt pattgries. .They éﬁobably are "employed also as instructors
~in military courses and as advisors to ih@iVidual military units,

' :}4.'-There is no evidence that any Siho—Soviet bloc country has dis-
patcbed or is organizing “volunteer" forceé for military service in
cuba;- Moreover, it is unlikely that any bloc countrj would seriously
gogpe@piatg the development of such a force for deployment to Cuba in
view of the difficulty in supporting such a force and thevrisk of having
such a force become involved in a conflict with the United States.

115. vCubﬁ's'military forces have been drastically altered since
l'January 1959, The traditional forces remaining in Cuba following
the fall of the Batista regime have been weakened through the réplace-
ﬁent;of‘many experienced career men with untrained recruits who were
judged to be more 16&;1 to the Minister of Revolutionary Armed Forbes,
VRaul Castro. While the combat effectiveness of the army, navy; and.
airforce has decreased, the regime has sought'to transfer many of
fhg'rgsponsibilities of the conventional armed forces to the newly-
created Revolutionary Militia, which the government considers to be a
pblitically more reliable military force. ‘

i .16, -The ground forces under Batista consisted of a 21,000-wman
Army and a National Police Force of 7,600 who were relatively well=-
trained and well-disciplined by~Lat1n American standards., Following
'CastrS's,victory, virtually all elements of Batista's ground forces

”ﬁére gradually removed., -About one-third of the present Revolutionary

" NW 30987
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Army of some 32,000 men were active in guerrilla operafions against
B§ﬁisfg,_agd”the.;emainde;_is composed of personnel. who Jéined the
Revo;ut;qnary movemenF when its success had been assured., ‘A similar

- situation is believed to exist in the 9,000-man Revolutionary National
‘Police organization. Much of the Army effort since 1 January 1959 has
been_devotgd to nou-miiitary(activities;‘personnel gSsigned to public
works_projects accognt for the troo§ strength increase Qvér Batista's
army.

17, Recent reports indicate increased'emphasis on training and on
improving the discipline_and appearance of troops. These efforts appear
to have had some success, Arms shipments from Free World and Soviet
Bloc countries. have largely eliminated previous shortages of field
and antiaircraft artillery,_armor,iand close-gupport weapons, The
increased emphasis on traihing and the presence of Bloc military ad-
visors in Cuba should gradually reduce the present shortage of personnel
trained in the effective utilization of these weapons. Although the
Revolutionary Army has an eitremely 1imited capability to conduct con-
ventional operations against a well-trained, modern, combined-arms
force, it remains the most effectiie guerrilla or counter-guerrilla
force in Cuba today. 1Its combat capabilities may be expected to incfease
steadily. . (For detailed estimates of the types and amounts of weapons
and ﬁilitar& equipment available to Cuban ground forces on 1 January
1959 and at the present time, see Annex 1)

18, The civilian Revolutionary Militia represents the majbf”ih-

crease in the .size and‘capability of Castro's ground forces over those

-
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savailable to Batista, It is gstimated»to‘haye as many as 200,000
:mgmbgrs. _First appearing as early #s November 1959, loosely;orgapized
units of stqdents, workers, and farmers were officially established
in early January 1960, - Training varied widely from unit to unit and
reiiected the initiative and energy of individual commanders. In
géggra;, however, militia training bas been more uniform and ex-
ténéive‘than that conducted by the army,

19, During the &ear, militia units have been gradually assuming
ﬁéhy;duties which formerly were exclusively performed by the Army
and ybe National Police, They have effectively performed crowd control
duties, suchuas.at the time of the Cayo Cruz ammunition dump explosion,
and they have acted as security fo;ces ig port areas while Soviet
Bloc arms shipments have been unloaded, Militia units have been used
in field operations against counterrevolutionary elements, and they

have effected the takeover of intervened businesses and are used in

guarding vital industries and utilities against possible sabatage efforts,

. 20, Castro appears to be increasingly reliant on the militia to
maintain his regime in power, Training continues to improve; a more
formal organization is being established; and a growing number of
militiamen are apparently on an extended-active-duty status. Militia
units presently are being trained on newly received Bloc crew-served
weapons; The combat capability of the militia, considered low at this
time, is improving daily.. Increased responsibility, improved organi-
zation, and intensified training should‘produce a relatively effective

force within a six-ito.twélve-moath period;

-7-
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B ;wm2i.m The Cuban Navy has progressively declined in combat capability \
:eiqce_thelfall of tﬁe Batista‘regime. Raul Castro's moves to bring the |
Revolutionary Navy firmly under his control have resulted in a reduction
in total naval personnel from a pre-Castro figure of 6430 to an estimated
‘4000;§000 at tpe present'time. The Naval Air Arm was reported dissolved
by”tgewgoyernﬁent in July 1960 and its functions and equipment were
transferred to Air Force installations. The 31 US-trained pilots

who hgd.eomplefed training during the past seven years were dischaiged
ggd_calied qneuitabieifer future work with the Cuban government. Many
naval personnel have been assigned to duties of a non-military nafure,~~”
such as;working.fer the National Institute of Agrarian Reform, serving

as administrators in intervened businesses, and assisting in the con-
struction of public works projecte.

22, At the time of the takeover from Batista, the Cuban Navy
consisted of the'following: 3 PF, 2 PCE, 1 PGM, 2 AG, 2 ATR, 9 YAG, and
29 YP. No additional ships have been acquired since that tine, elf
“though Cuban puichasing missions have unsuccessfully sought to buy 15
hiéh:speed Coast Guard craft, three motor torpedo boats, and two buoy
teeders from West European ceuntries after funds were budgeted for this
purpose in July 1959,

23, There hal been no improvement in the capabilities of the Cuban
Alr ‘Force since the downfall of the Batista regime. It appears that the
primary mission of the Cuban Air Force in the pre-fevolutionary period -
was to support the ground forces in maintaining internal security.

The Air Force never had acquired a good offensive or defensive capa-
biiity against the forces of_other nations, and it probably would have

‘been able to offer only token resistance in such an action,

-——— = - S e - - - - - . e — —
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. ) 24, VThe‘loss of personnel through systematic purges and numerous
1p%}§%!de@egtiop§‘since_January 1959'have reduced thé-combat.capabi;ity
of-theWCubap Revolutionary Air Force (CRAF) almost to nil, 1In June
1959! a drastic purge of the Air Force--which probably was in response
to orders from Raul Castro--resulted in the dismissal of most of
the force's rated pilots, The continuing defection of civil air
lines pilots will lessen this source of bolstering the number of
pildts_available to the Air Force, | |
25. The total personnel strenéth of the CRAF remains unknown.

-At the presemt time, it is estimated that approximately 100 Air Force

personnel are now undergoing training in Soviet Bloc couptriea—-probhbly

"including pilot and maintenance training--but there is no confirmation
of this estimate. - Some training 15 prohahly being conducted 1n’Cuba,
but the types of training, 1ﬁstructors, agd nunbers participating are
unidentified. ' N

26. - Although the total ;nventory ovaRAr aircraft has increased
from 63 to 93 since 1 January 1959, there has been little change in
totals of combat-type aircraft. The serviceability rate of the CgAF

aircraft is presently estimated at 20%. . The increase 1is reflected

mainly in helicopters and transport alrcraft, with the latter probably

representing expropriations of aircraft from private owners, since no
information is available as to theif origin., - The Cuban government
has tried unsuccessfully to acquire ngker Hunters ffom Belgium and
‘the UK, helicopters from the UK and the US, Vampires from Italy and
Canada), F-86's from Canada,;Fiat.G-Ql's from Italy, and Provost jet
trainers from Austria. No aircraft are known to havq been delivered
from Free World sources during 1959. .(See“Annex 2 for a breakdown by

type of Cuban military aircraft in 1958 and at the present time.)

-9 -
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) " 27.  Cuba has 3 airfields (1 is a USN airfield) with runways
:capable;of supporting all types%of Jet‘gircraft ngépt‘mgdium andf
.hegvy bombers. It also has 7 airfields with runways capable of
suﬁpo:tiné operatiops by most types of jet fighters. ‘ﬁapging_and.

fuel facilities are generally limited at most of thé airfiélds.» This i

.-air'facility system 1s more than adequate for the CRAF and would
support a major increase therein. (See map, Annex 4).
28. - Construction has been qepérted at the gol;bwing:

- & Managua--At Managua (23-02N/082-19W). 10 nautical miles

SSW of Havana, a new runwayiié under.construétion;'it is estimated
that it will be 5,000'X120" upon completion. Present dimensions are
- approximately 2,800'x150','and the surface is probably pagked earth
or crushed rock. | - ' ‘

- b, - Siguanea--Siguanea airfield (21-37N7082;5§W),.on the Isle !
of Pines, ﬁas one'ruﬁway which has.reéently been extended to 6,000'; ﬁ
its width is 100'., = The su:face is crushed marble oVe; marble base.
Construction appears to be teﬁporarily suspendeq.'

c. . Cayo Largé--A natural-surface landing strip 2,040'X135'

has recently been prepared at approximately 21-37N/081-33W.- A

cleared area 1,050' long is believed to be a possible extemsion to

the landing strip.

. d. . New Santa Clara airfield--a new airfield is under constructidn
at 23-31N/079-55W, about 8‘nautica1 miles NNE of the oid Santa Clara }
airfield. Present runway dimengions are estimated to be 7;000'k150'. E
The runway is not completed but is usable.

e, Baracoa--the Runway at Baracoa airfield, 23-01N/082-38W,

formerly referred to as Domingo Rossillo, has been éxténded to 5}450’.

- 10 -
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;3 000' to’ 4,000’ long, has been prepared 1n the Cienaga de: Zapata

f. 'Cienaga de Zapata--A firmly packed sod airstrip, about

(ZapataaSwamp) at approximately 22—17N/081—08W. .

29.. The'principa; objectives of the cufrent military buiidup
are self-defense, internal security, and the export of arms and
trained men to other Latin American countrigé»for revolutionary and

subversive purposes. Given the Cuban emphasis on guerrilla warfare,

& civilian militia, and subversion, the arms thngubgpévhave been

receiving-—especially the large quantities of small arms and auto-
matiﬁ weapons—-lénd themselves to use in connection with all of these
objectives. bThe weapons-employedlfor defensg against attack from
abroad can be,qsed with’equal facility againSt;;nteynaigsubveréton

and anti-Castro rebel forces, to arm the militia, or to supply

- revolutionary groups located in or moving intO'o?pgr Latin American

countfies. It does not appear that the current agms buildup will
place the Cubans in a position to attack any off;héir neighbors with
an organized, overt military force within the foreseeable future.
30. Cuba's‘ettorté to strengther its military posture.h#ve
resulted, at least initially, from a geuuine.fegr’o;‘fore;gn-based
invasion. Various Cuban statements indicate ppgf Castro views an
invasion of the island by anti;government Cupaps,;supported in-

directly or covertly by the United States, as a probability. The

Castro regime claims that rebel groups are presently being organized

in both the United States and Guatemala, with the knowledge and -

guPport of both governments. It is probable that the Cuban govern-

ment views a direct attack by US armed forces as a poseible but less

- 11 -
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likély event.a The caution with which they have treated the question
‘ot Guantanamo--their obvious desire to avoid provoking direct US
military intervention--is evidence that they consider such action

a definite possibility. They are also awhre df‘the serious threat
to:the security position 6! thé_United States posed by Cuba's move
toward the Soviet camp-va‘threat which increases with the Cuban

arms buildup. ‘ _

31. 1In addition to reflecting a genuine fear of invasion,
the.:: heated and continuing Cuban charges of an imminent US-supported
invasion have been part of a major propaganda effort_to villify o
the United States. This effort is designed to emnlist world sympathy
for the cause. of the Cuban David against the US Golihth, and to draw
the attentidh of the Cuban ﬁeople away from the economic difficulties
which they now face and to prepare them for further sdcrifices.

32. A well-equipped military force (with special emphasis on
an elite, politically reliable hard core;wi;hin"phe revolutionary
militia) serves fwo principal functions in maintaining order within
Cuba. First, it enables the regime to deal effectively with the
anti-Castro rehéls within Cuba who pose a thregt_to its stability.
_Second, it provides Castro with a means of extedd;ng government
control over Cuban society--a policy which is presently honsidered

at least of equal importance as the objective of self-defense.

- 12 =
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33. .Aﬁti-Castro groups currently active in Cuba, principally
in the Sierra Eécambray area and in Oriente Province, are not
significantly strong to pose a siénificant‘tbreat to the stability
of the Castro regime. -Although the armed.opposition within Cuba
presently remains largely unorganizedf lacks unity, and lacks
leaders with widespread public appeal, theAhistorj of the 26th
of July Movement-itge}f @9@onstrafgdw§§9 91§§mate potential of

such forces. Furthe;, opqositiopwelqunys;located outside Cuba

‘are seeking to combine their forces and ﬁay,.in the ruture; be in

- a better position to p;ov;de‘sgpport to.th9§g_rebels who haye'

remained in Cuba. This 1n'turn makes_}p.ingumbént oﬁ Castro to
maintain his forcgs‘qt gl}eyel‘sufficgggtvt9~§nab1e him to meet
any forseeable counterrqvqlqp;onarywmofe!ry?m within Cuba.

34. The current.p@ilqugﬂ;g arms may now be.direéted primarily
toward exténding_the Castro gof?rnmen;fg‘qqntrol ovef_Cuban society
and institutioas. _Theiqagor f991m9gwgqntrolwigrthe Reéolutidnary
Militia; which servés qévggg;wpurppggg.HJIPUprovides the govérnment
with a substantial grmeq fqrge,tgrpggp vﬁicp tpe.Cuban populace
as a whole can be contgolled, an@ 1? pgqggteq unquestioniﬂg_loyalty
to Castro by subJectiég g.relativelym}gggglnumber_of Cubans to
military discipline and political indoctrination under the leader-
ship of people dedicated to the revolutionary goverament. If
necessary, it’can also provide Castro with a counferpoise to the
regﬁlar army, whose political réliability“may still be questionable
as the reshlt of Castro's efforts to reduce its influence. Finally,
the militia offers the govermment an organized work force for use
in economic development and military'cbnstruction projects, and to

| :
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reduce the high unemployment which is pieguing'the Castro regime.

35. Since Fidel Castro's assumptioh of power, Cuba has been

involved in several attempts to overthroy“pther Caribbean govern-

ments. - During 1959, the Castro regime sponsored or gave indirect
support to invasion attemth‘against Pénayg,»the Dominican Republic,

Nicaragua, and Haiti. The military Buildup provided Cuba with

' an increased ability to furnish military aid to Communist and pro-

Communist revelutionery groups in these or other Latin American .
countries in the guture. Soviet Bloc military equipment now in
Cuba permits the use ef older, Weete;neqaqe equipment which would
be difficult to trace, for these purposes. |

36. Cuban leaders and propagaunda media repeatedly refer to
the Cuban revolution as the vanguard of the anti-imperialist re-
volution that will "inevitably sweepflphe rest of Latin Amerjca.
Private statements of Fidel Castro reveg}'gis coaviction that the
United States is "finished" as a gree?”powe: and that Cuba must
therefore side with the "sec;alist;qogpt:ies.which wil; win the
current ideological struégle," _"During‘its preésent confused state,"
the Uhited States must be kept oﬁ'the“defensive, Castro told an
old friend last Septemberf The‘QQSFFOH;egime_has become an effective
instrument of the Sino;Sovieﬁ Bch in its dri#e to weaken and
eventually destroy US influence in Latin America as well as in
other underdeveloped and emerging nations.

37. The Castro government has made oo secref‘of its antipa;hf
toward most of the governments of the other Latin American republics,

charging that these governments do not represent the will of the

.people. It is clear that Cube is determined to export its revolution
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to the-;est\of the hemisphere. Howeve:;fdirect'Cuban intervention |
--in the form of large-scale Cuban-based invasion forces--does not
appear liﬁeiy at the present_fime. The reaction against Cuba

throughout Latin America would be too stgqng at a time when Cuba

needs Latin American symp&ﬂhy in its struggle with the United

States. Further, the Cubéﬁé‘probdb;y fgg;jthat such action might
provoke US or OAS 1ntérvention.in Quba:;something they wish to

avoid. ‘ ‘ “'~?-

38. 1t can be expected, however, that:Cuba w;ll intensify
its efforts to weaken and subvert pthef Latin American governments,
particularly in tpq Caribbean area. ”In_QQd}tion to its all-out
propaganda effort; Cuba will propab}y;iu;n?sh arms, training,
financial, and other assisﬁagqe thgogggnpyp;CgstroAgroups énd the
Communists apparatus'thgoughoq; the gygg_tq‘dissident and insurgent
ﬁatin American elamgqts. Direct mi}iﬁaggig;d";gnuseful when the
climate for rebellion is ripe_withiy a given country, however, and
the ldrger part of Cuban energies 1p‘§h9fotper Latin American coun-
tries will probaply be expended in prbmoting such a climate.

3?., The Cuban government is engagédiin organizing, £1nanc1ﬁg,
and training ofﬂrevolutionéry‘movements. O;e facet of Cuban assis-~
tance in the training of potential revélufidnarieSfagainst other
Lagin American governments is the Castrp'regime'é subsldization of
praVél to Cuba of numerous Latin_AﬁericanSffor purposes of ideological
and'milifiiy indictrination. Numerous deTegates to the Latin American
Youth Congress in Cuba last summgr; for ‘instance, remained t6 part-
Aicibate in the international Communist-financed "International -Work
Brigade." The week-long congress of the youth section of the Cuban

b | R
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Popular Socialist (Communist) party last April also brought delegates
from a number of Latin American countries, as did the ceremonies in
March marking the "Week of Solidarity with the Struggles of the

Latin American Peoples." Tha latter event, sponsored by the Communist-~

. controlled labor arm ot the Castro regime,_ended with a manifesto

calling for the initiation of an "anti-imperialist and anti-feudal
revolution in all of Latin America." It has trqquently been reported
that Latin Americans'ixom.vérious'gouuprieg.havg received military
training as*welllasjpolitical iudoctrinutiodTin;Cuba after part- |
icipating(in theseevents. Also frequently reporteu are instances
mhere fepresentatives_quvarious Latin American Communist and pro-

Communist organizations who are‘s;ut to Sino-Soviet Bloc countries

for training spead :a period of time in Cuba on the outward or the

'

homeward leg of their journeys. o .
4 40. The only instance thus far of Cuban military support and
direction for a ma jor qffqrt to ove:tyggw a Latin American govern~

ment wasvthé‘attempt ;nﬁJune'IQSQHto oust phé unpopular Trujillo

.“dictatorship in the Dominican Republic. In this case the Cubans

uuderes;imated fue,éfrength Qf'phq pom;u@éan regime. The two

forces which landed in theiDomiuiqau Repubiic from Cubu—-one_by

air and the other py'seaf-wégg'tga;ned”gud=armed in Cuba and led
into battle by officers of Castrois army. The group that landed
on the Dominican Coast was.escorted there”bi units o:-the Cuban '
Navy. The invading forces, primarily composed of DominiCan'exilés;

included a heavy sprinkling of Communists.
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.41, The sbortivé."invasions" of Panana in April 1959 and of
%aitf in August of the éggq ngg“ﬁereuﬁy‘émall_gfgupslfrom Cuba who
évidenfly did not have high-}qu; Cuban official support and which
‘apparently eluded Cgpap“sugy§;11ggée,_ Of”tpg_#pmerqqs rebé; ralds
into Nicaragua, a‘few were equipped with weapons from Cuba and led
by Nicaraguans who had squgﬁtthpag.support for~the1r adventures,
,However; none of these efforts is believed po‘hqu”pegﬁ directed or
supported by Cuba. In fact, Cuban leaders are known to have had
difficulty with the_@igh}y f§gfiona};zeq y;gargguaq‘gx;le groups
that had sought support in Cuba, .The Cubans pgq;q1g£1cu1tigs in
deciding on a "trﬁstwgrthyﬁ §19ayaégggﬁgroqp_whiphpat the same time
had any significant reyolpﬁ;ggg;xhcgpgb;}}ty:..ngeggllyicaraguan,
,aé well as at least qne.Pgnamgg;ag“gﬁd”ogg_Haigiaq exile group;
ﬁave been jailed in Cuba asﬂthgg;ye;qmprepa?ing4finya§ions,"
evidently either because ;hey'yggg;cggggdggeq’ggéi"yrbng" Qk;les
or because their chances of success were estimated to be mil,

| 42. There is evidence that Cuban officials now estimate that
Guatemala may be a country mow ripe for revolution and that they
have therefore decided on a pgqggé@nggwggggqrt for the Gugtepalan
Comnunist and pro-Communist revolutionsries, A usually reliable
source with high level contacts in the Cuban goverament reports
that "Che" Guevara has offered arms and money to the Guatemalan
Communist party and to a Communis?-influenged Guatemalan revolu-
tionary‘group on the condition that the Guatemgln Communists have
the hrincipal directing role in the revolution, .Ex—presidqqt Arbenz

of Guatemala and former Guatemalan Communist leaders Fortuﬁj and

Pellecer are in Cuba and probably will be utilized in the Cuban plans.
- 17 -
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Iﬁ the case of Guatemala, as with other Latin American countries,
ne'Cubans maintain that a_geggigemreypiuiipn can be achieved only
after the regular armed forces are destroyed and the "masses" are
armed, as in Cuba. In his frequeqt speeches in Cuba,'Arbenz'has
repeatedly said that his greatest mistake was in not aiming the
- people--an omission which pergit@edwphe_"militarisfs!ﬂ boughi with
"imperialist money," eventually to seize'power and deetroy the
revolution, ' A

43. The government of Venezuelan President Betancourt, now
' under heavy domestic pressure from strong Communist and pro-Castro
political forces, is another target iprﬂQupgq subversive action,
Leftist VeneZuelan deputy Fabric}o”pjedg;'whq'bes»spen; considerable
tfme in Cuba in recenp mpnfhe,_;e repo%;gd tohhave secured official
Cuban support for an armed revolt in Venezuela, = ‘'

44, Castro agents, of both‘Cuban and foreign nationality, are

)

traveling from Cuba to Latin Aqergean countries to promote revolu-
tionary activities. Their objectives range from courier missions to
organiziﬁgﬁg of studeht, labor, and revolutionary groups and the
cerrying out of sabotage missions., Hector ALDAMA Acosta, head of
Cuban intelligence activitiee in Mexico, is cﬁarged with the coor;
dination of all revolutionary activities in Central America., The
use‘of Cubsn ambassadors to control these activities has been
proven on a number of Latin American countries.

45, Intensive Cuban propaganda is furthered by.Cuban diplomatic
missione which in numerous cases, such as in Bolivia, Honduras,

Panama, and E1 Salvador, have provided Communist-oriented student and

labor groups with propaganda material and finaneial support,
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Nﬁmerous reﬁorts con§9c§:§p9N995ég gpbgssy;;p‘mgst Lg;;n Amgrican
countries with the distribution of snti-US and pro-Castro propaganda
and financial support to lbéal "F:iénds of Cuba" societies and
Ieftiét;o:ganizat;ons, S w_: S ; o

46. The Cuban revolutionary lime is also spread throughout.
Latin America through the facilities of the Castrq;sgps;dized in-

ternational news agency Prensa Latina, which has c;@ge:working ties

with the news agencies of the Sino-Soviet Bloc, This propaganda
organization which has'otﬁiﬁgsfégtgﬁ};gygqi;n“pégi}y'evgry'Lgtin
American country disgem;natgs‘tyg pr9p§g§Qng;{Qem9g Hoécow-and
Peiping throughout Lgti?_@p@qigg,u_;;rf:éqqeht1y has:dis£orted
news stories so as to ;ef;eqtmgngggéggp}j‘pgmth@ﬁi@@gllgpvern-
ment--a course which hag‘eyokeg;prqyégyémt;ohﬁthgpo;iicials_of
severé,l_Lat:ln American countries, including Mexico -and Qés_ta Rica, .
47. The activities of Castro agents throughout the hemisphere
have frequently resulted in countermessures being taken by security
and diplomatic authorities i many Latin Auerican countries. In
a number of ceses, blatant attenpts to undermine the sovereign
rights of other Latin American governments has resulted in the

arrest. of pro-Castro agentS“and the eipulsion‘of Cuban diplomatic

peernnel. !
1
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1 January 1959

2 January 1959

5 Jénuary 1959

8 January 1959

10 Japuary 1959

11 January 1959

- 24 January 1959

III.

A CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS SINCE 1 JANUARY 1959

Following the complete collapse of the Batista
government, the Castro rebel movement moved
quickly to seize control of the country. Rebel
columns were reported to be marching toward
Havana, where Castro sympathizers were attempt-
ing to restore order as rioters roamed the

streets looting and burning. Armed militia of the

26th of July Movement were on the streets of
Havana before noon and were rapidly successful in
occupying or neutralizing all military strong
points throughout the city. The authority of the

26th of Ju ever seriously chal-
lenged,

A provisional government was proclaimed by Fidel
Castro, whose hand-picked choice for the presi-'
dency was Manuel Urrutia. In a speech in
Santiago de Cuba, Castro said that he had no .
political ambitions and that his aims had been
largely accomplished. He also declared that
the army would be subordinated to civilianms,

it would not be required to fulfill police
functions, and the 26th of July Movement
militia might be retained in some form of
reserve status,

Venezuela became the first nation to recognize
the new Cuban government. Provisional Pres-
ident Urrutia's inaugural speech contained
references to the people of the Dominican
Republic, Nicaragua, and Paraguay '"who are still
to be liberated."

Fidel Castro arrived in Havana after a trium-
phal march from the opposite end of the island.
Numerous decisions on governmental policy, on
military reorganization, and on other matters
had awaited his arrival. | \

The Soviet Union announced its official recogni-

tion of the Castro government., ‘

Arms were reliably reported to have been offered

"by the new Cuban government to Paraguayvan Liber-
al party exiles in Uruguay.

During a visit to Venezuela, Fidel Castro called
for the "liberation" of Puerto Rico from the
United States and claimed that “international
monopdlies" were already campaigning to discredit
the Cuban revolution. In several speeches made
during his 23-27 January visit, Castro repeatedly

Lo 4_1_
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4 February 1960

9 February 1960

3 March 1960

4 March 1960

—SECRET—
Soviet Deputy Premier Mikoyan arrived in
Havana at the head of a 4l-person delegation
heavily weighted with specialists connected
with foreign trade, although the ostensible
reason for Mikoyan's trip to Havana was to
officiate at the opening of the Soviet ex-
hibit there. The Cuban-Soviet economic
agreement which emerged from Mikoyan's con-
versation with Cuban leaders was signed on
13 February. Under the terms of the agree-
went, the USSR agreed to purchase one million
tons of Cuban sugar annually from 1960 through
1964 at the world warket price rate, 20
percent of this volume was to be paid in
cash and the balance by exports of Soviet
goods to Cuba, An econowmic aid agreement
was also signed under which the USSR extended
& $100 million credit to Cuba for the pur=-
chase of machinery and materials and agreed
to furnish technical assistance to Cuba during
the five~year period of the credit, At a
reception in Havana on 12 February, Mikoyan
in answer to a question, said that USSR would
sell military aircraft to Cuba if requested,
but he implied that there had been no mention
of Cuban arms purchases from the USSR in .
the talks, Later, in Moscow, he dismissed
this subject by saying the sale of aircraft
to Cuba had not been discussed and pointed
out that Cuba needed tractors and plows, not
wilitary planes, He ‘reiterated, however,
that ""we are willing to sell fi hter planes
to anyone.ﬂ ﬁ

The Mexican ambasador to Prague claimed

he had definite information to the effect
that three Cubans had recently arrived in
Prague 1in order to purchase Czech munitions
for Cuba,

Cuban naticnal bank president . "Che" Guevara
and the director of the East German State"
Bank signed a one-year trade and paywents.
agreement, East Germany agreed to purchase
60,000 tons of sugar at the world warket.
price. The pact reportedly took the unac-

. gusitomed::! form of an inter-bank agreement

in order to avoid risking Cuban coumercial .
ties with the West German government,

The French cargo vessel "La Coubre" carrying
76 tons of ammunition bought by Cuba in Bel-
gium blew up in Havana harbor. Within a
watter of hours after the explosion Cuban
governwent spokesmen attributed the disaster
to US-directed s%?otage.

—SECRET—

NW 30987

System Doc. ID: 31421395 Page 29



16 February 1959

~

16 February 1959

19 February 1959

24 February 1959

February 1959

_SECRET

urged unity against the regimes in the Dominican
Republic, Nicaragua, and Paraguay. He referred
to the Organization of American States as a
worthless organization.

Fidel Castro assumed the office of prime minister
following the 13 February resignation of Jose
Miro Cardona, a widely respected moderate,

Castro again stated that he respected the hier-
archy, had no personal ambitions, and held firm
democratic convictions.

Raul Roa, Cuban ambassador to the 0AS, announced
that Cuba would withdraw from that organization
unless the representatives of "dictatorships”
were expelled. He singled out the Dominican
Republic, Nicaragua, and Paraguay as specific
targets, |

A representative of the Popular Socialist

(Communist) party of Cuba asked the Costa Rican

and Nicaraguan Communist parties to send delegates

to Cuba for meetings later in the month with

other Latin American Communist leaders, according.

to a usually reliable source., The "excellent" .
position of the party in Cuba, its efforts to i
influence the Castro government, and plans for

the overthrow of the Nicaraguan government were =

to be discussed. |

""Che" . Guevara reportedly told leaders of a pro- i
Communist Nicaraguan exile group that he was
unwilling to support the efforts of a rival
non=-Communist anti-Somoza group and that leaders

of the pro-Communist group would get the support

of the Cuban government if they drafted an

. acceptable socio~economic program embodying h
"progressive ideas.”

A Cuban arms purchasing mission contracted from
Fabrique Nacional in Liege, Belgium, for the
following equipment, which was delivered to
Cuba over a period beginning in March 1959 and
ending about July 1960:

25,000 FAL rifles, 7.62 cal (standard NATO type)

52,000,000 cartridges for above rifles

105,000 anti-personnel grenades

2,500 grenade launchers

1,000 Belgium machine guns, 7.62 cal

500 UZI (Pat. Israel) made in Belgium

submachine guns

3,000 9mm pistols

Total value of the Belgian contract, according

to a Belgian Senate report, was $7,151,300,
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17 March 1959

4

18 March 1959

.22 March 1959

24 March 1959

6 April 1959
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The establishment of a new General Staff

section in the Cuban Army was reported by a -
previously reliable source. The new section,
entitled G-6 or "direction of culture," was to

be headed by Osmany Cienfuegos, an officer with

a proven Communist background, Personnel of the
new section were reportedly re-writing text books
for military use, and they were evidently re-
sponsible for educating illiterate Cuban soldiers
along Marxist lines. |

"Che" Guevara was reliably reported to have said
that "We are going to get a Soviet ambassador
here in Cuba one way or another."»‘

Fidel Castro strongly refuted former Costa

Rican president Jose Figueres' pro-US speech .

in Havana, in which Figueres advised Cuba to
follow a moderate approach to revolutionary
reforms and to align itself with the West., 1In

a sharply worded two hour speech, Castro attacked
the Cuban oligarchy (wealthy classes and intel-.
lectuals), and the international oligarchy
(wealthy investment interests, the wire services,
and the United States in general) for their op-
position to the revolution. He deplored the
international situation but argued it was no
reason for Cuba to sink to its knees in sub-

mission to the ited States as in the past,

A spokesman for Jose Figueres made it clear

to Ambassador Bonsal in Havana that Figueres
was returning to Costa Rica convinced that
Communists were influential in the Cuban Arumy,
labor, and government, Figueres-also regarded
Castro as an opponent of the leftist non-
Communist revolutionary movement in Latin
America. He expected serious political deter-
ioration in Cuba; after which he felt "anything
could happen," including Communist domination.’
He strongly suspected that a strong nucleus of ..
dedicated Communists in Cuba were trying to
create a "Hungary in reverse" requiring US
armed intervention, 7

"Che'" Guevara reportedly offered Cuban aid to
exiled Paraguayan rebels if the Paraguayan
Communist party were included in a united front'
and if the united front members signed a commit-
ment to legalize the Communist party after the °

Stroéssner regime had been ousted,
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24 April 1959

25 April 1959

25 April 1959

23 April 1959 -
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Two Chinese Communist newsmen, representatives

of Peiping's New China News Agency, arrived in
Havana, Subseguent reports Indicate the }
two men established a Havana office of the ‘
news agency, which was housed in the same

building as was used by Presna Latina, Castro's

establishment on 9 June.

offié¢ial propaganda agency Tter 1ts formal

A permanent Special Mission in Europe was
cfeated by Cuban law for the purpose of
"technical studies concerning the most modern
procedures for the manufacture of material of
war, .and the acquisition of same." The Mission,
with offices in Paris, was encharged to Col,
Ramon Barquin, an anti-Batista officer of high

- professional reputation and reportedly a thorn

in the side of the top command of the new
revolutionary army, who wished Barquin removed
from the local scene. ’

A group of 87 persons, all but four of whom.

were Cubans, invaded Panama by sea. Information
developed and released by the Panamanian govern- .
ment disclosed that the expedition departed by
ship from the Cuban southern coast port of

Surgidero de Batabano on 16 April, Although

Fidel Castro, his brother Raul, and Foreign
Minister Agramonte denied complicity in the

plan on the part of the Cuban government, the
expedition's preparations and departure probably

took place with the knowledge and approval of
some Cuban authorities, o |

Major Raul Castro, commander in chief of the -
Cuban armed forces, reportedly began a major

"purge of the Cuban military. Plans were said

to include the eventual elimination of all
officers Raul considered as rightists and
unsympathetic to him., Besides shifts in

the general staff, other projected .changes
were reported to include the removal of all
majors and perhaps lower ranking officers
affiliated with the Revolutionary Directorate,

.a rebel organization which fought Batista

independently of the Castro group.

\
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‘1 May 1959

8 May 1959

14 May 1959

22 May 1959
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‘Speakers at Cuba's largest May Day rally

in history stressed (1) the need for .
unity of all classes and political beliefs
in support of the revolution: (2) the -
revolution first and elections afterward;
and (3) military training for the workers
to enable them to serve as a militia in
defense of the revolution, To emphasize
the third point, a group of men and women
bearing rifles marched in the Havana
parade., The Popular Socialist (Communist)
party had already publicly advocated

the idea of a militia when, on 30 April,

the chief of the Cuban Confederation of

Workers issued a long, emotional May Day
statement strongly favoring a workers'
militia,

A three-man delegation representing the
USSR's Central Council of Trade Unions
arrived in Cuba following a delay in Paris
over visa difficulties which prevented
them from being in Cuba for the May

Day ceremonies. In an interview granted
to the representatives of the Cuban
Communist newspaper Hoy, the Russians
declared they knew that the Soviet govern=
ment favored the establishment of trade
and diplomatic relations with Cuba,

Newspapers reported the construction of
two air strips in Cuba at Sopillar,
Cienaga de Zapata, Las Villas Province-~
one with a 3,936-foot runway, and the

other with a 2,624-foot runway. The air
strips were reported still under coastruc-
tion at this time., Papers also reported
the purchase of one helicopter from an un-
disclosed seller to be used for the trans-
portation of personnel to and from the

Cienaga de Zapata swamp.

During an interview granted to a group
from the US National War College, Fidel
Castro acknowledged that there were some
35,000 uwen in the Revolutionary Army at
the time. This figure was gradually

being reduced through discharges, separa-
tions, and retirements.
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' 25 May 1959

11 June 1959

14 June 1959

15 June 1959

18 June 1959

The Table o0f Organization and Equipment
of the Revolutionary Army indicated an
overall figure of 24,828 men for the or=-
ganization, The total figure for the
Rural Revolutionary Police was given as

9,628 men the army
figure),

According to a Nicaraguan rebel emisgsary
sent to Cuba, Castro promised $100,000
to $150,000 and 'a large number of Cuban
troops to fight in Nicaragua." The US
Embassy in Havana declared it had become
convinced that the Cuban government was
supporting revolutionary expeditions
against the Dominican Republic and
Nicaragua.

An armed expedition landed in the Domini-
can Republic, and members who were sub-
sequently captured told Dominicans that
they had been flown there from Cuba and
that two boat loads of additional forces
had left Cuba for the Dominican Republic.
Subsequent evidence inferred that the
rebels counted with the acquiescence, if

"not the direct cooperation, of Cuban

government officials.

Upon the assumption of the office of
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Raul Roa told

a press conference that reports of Cuban
involvement in armed incursions in Nicara-
gua were "international intrigue'" to create
problems for the Cuban revolution. He added
that "Cuba will not permit itself to be

used as a base of departure for expeditions
against other countries but it will receive
all those who demand the right to be free

in their own country."

A drastic air force purge which resulted
in the dismissal of most of the force's |
rated pilots was made public on 18 June. }

’ Armed forces chief Raul Castro was re-

sponsible for the purge, which also re-
sulted in the replacement of Major Pedro
Diaz Lanz as air force chief, Diaz Lanz
was known to have been particularly con-
cerned about the Communist influence in
military schools that were giving six-week
courses in political indoctrination to
many Cuban military personnel,
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28 June 1959

4 July 1959

7 July 1959

13 July 1959

20 July 1959
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Revdlutionary army chief Camilo Cienfuegos declared

in a speech to a military group that the Cuban
Army should be ready to assist other rebel groups
in the hemisphere once victory had been gained.

He said that when the dictators have been defeated,
Cuba would like to send trained men to these coun-
tries to assist the new governments in organizing
"The Army of the people, the Army of all America,
this Army of workers that will soon exist as in
other lands."

Four Chinese Communist newsmen arrived in Havana
from Brazil after having been refused entry in
Venezuela., Their Cuban assignment was to report
on the Cuban revolution, and especially on the

newly instituted agrarian reform, according to the-

local Communist newspaper. Their arrival brought

. the number of Communist Chinese journalists known

to be in Cuba to eight, six of whom were generally
known and two who were active but received no
publicity.

A delegation of Cuban naval officers left for Eng-
land, Germany, and France in an attempt to pur-
chase 15 highw-speed Coast Guard craft, three motor

torpedo boats, and two buoy tenders after $9,900,000

had been budgeted for these purchases, Cuban pur-
chasing commissions are still vainly trying to

purchase the craft. having met no success in earlier.
negotiations.

A permanent Czechoslovakian commercial mission to
Cuba was established with the arrival of a Czech
coumercial attache from the Czech legation in:
Mexico City. Preliminary talks with Cuban offi-
clals were held to discuss the possibility of
Cuba's purchasing Czech construction equipment
and tractors. Later discussions on Czech desires
for a barter arrangement involving Cuban exports

of minerals to Czechoslovakia in exchange for Czech

products and technical assistance to the Cuban

mlning industry were suspended

Armed forces chief Raul Castro presided at the
inauguration of a political indoctrinatlon school
for the military and predicted that this and simi~
lar schools would "coordinate ideas" so.that all’
good revolutionaries would "think alike," Two
other political indoctrination sthools were es-
tablished during the same week.

J
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23 July 1960

26 July 1960

26 July 1960

27 July 1960
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intervention by saying that the US state=~
ment disavowing any intension of such a
move was a commitment assumed before the
entire world. Wwhile the communique makes
it clear ,that the US statement was issued
after Khrushchev's threat, it refrains
from claiming credit for it, even by im-
plication. f

A Cuban plane departed Havana for Prague
to meet Raul Castro. The plane's passen-
ger manifest revealed that 65 passengers
were aboard, including several high-level
military officers. Most of the passengers
are beliéved to have been trainees sent
to Czechoslovakia for military. instruc-'
tion.

The governments of Cuba and Communist .
China signed a trade and payment agree-
ment--providing for Peiping's purchase

of -500,000 tons of Cuban sugar annually
for a five-year period--an agreement on

_scientific and cultural cooperation, and

an agreement on cultural cooperation.

. In his letter of congratulations to .Fidel

Castro on the seventh anniversary of the
26th of July Movement, Khrushchev declared

"that the Cuban people are not alone in

their struggle, and he pledged that the
‘Soviet Union would give Cuba "the necessary

support” in case of armed intervention.

.which closed on 7 August, featured ex-

Congress, attended by delegates from most
Latin American countries as well as by
"fraternal delegates" from most Sino-
Soviet bloc nations, opened in the Sierra
Maestra. Proceedings of the congress,.

The long-planned Latin American Youth I

pressions of support for the Cuban revolu-
tion and denunciations of aggressions by

- US "imperialists" against Cuba.

In a statement on 27  July Castro said

that "this will be the last time...the
militia will parade without rifles," be-
cause the weapons were now in Cuba and
would be distributed at the proper time.

- - g .
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29 July 1959 Foreign Minister Raul Roa in a speech on 29 July
n ‘ stated that the Cuban revolution was serving as
a base for the future union of all Latin American
countries.

7 August 1959 A reliable source reported on this date that the
' . Revolutionary Air Force had recently received a
shipment of spare parts for Cuba's British-made

_ Sea Fury fighter planes, the shipment arrivin

. from England via Curacao.‘

22 August 1959 Raul Castro, arriving in Havana along with the
returning Cuban delegation to the foreign minis-
ters' .meeting in Santiago de Chile, was quoted
as saying that the OAS was a "worthless organiza-~
tion,"

7 September 1959 In a Havana speech the Cuban Under Secretary of

_ State spoke of the formulation of a new foreign
policy by the revolutionary government since com-
ing into power., He described it as an "aggressive
policy" based on "the defense of our patrimony, of
our interests, and of our positions." He indicated
that the Ministry of State was being reorganized
and that one of the new departments would deal
with the Latin American area, since "while our
‘message is universal, it has to start out by being

American.'" He also said that Cuba would follow an’
aggressive economic policy "to buy where we can
. sell."
11 September 1959 Raul Castro delivered a speech before the semi-of-

ficial cultural organization "Casa de las Americas"
on the subject of "The Message of the Cuban Revolu-
tion.” He asserted that the Cuban revolution has
had a profound effect throughout Latin America;
that Cuba does not export its revolution through
expeditions but it ¢ould not remain indifferent
before the tyrannies existing in the Dominican
Republic, Nicaragua, and Paraguay; he ascribed
leadership to Cuba in the economic¢ and political
emancipation of Latin America; and he endorsed the
idea of holding a Latin American Youth Congress
and a Congress of Latin American Peoples, The hold-
ing of a Latin American peoples' congress was =
fundamental stratagem decided upon by Latin Ameri-
can Communist delegates to the 21st Congress of

the Soviet Communist party early in 1959,
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14 Beptember 1960

16 September 1960

" 18 September 1960

Ty

18 September 1960

20 - September 1960

.of $8 million to buy machinery and equip-
: ment especially for hydroelectric projects.

Cuba and HUngary aigned agreements on ' '
commercial relations, payments, credits, ‘

~and a protocol on scientific and technical w

cooperation. Hungary granted Cuba a credit

National Bank President duévafa‘%alked'
openly at a public gathering of arming

~ " Cubans with Czech military equiyment,
. "purchased with no strings attached."

Soon, he said, there will be aircraft

- vof any power which sells them to us,"
. plus tanks, cannons, bazookas, machine

guns and projectiles of all types "from

those who would srll them to us.ﬁ
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24 Septémber 1959 At a press conference, Cuban army commander

. s Camilo Cienfuegos explained that an appar-~
ent military alert of the previous few days
was in reality one of a series of measures
taken to identify and punish persons falsely
claiming to be members of the armed forces
and members who were guilty of a '"lack of
discipline and violation of standing orders.”
Cienfuegos added that the current strength
of the Cuban armed force totaled about
38,000 persons, but this figure would be
reduced as much as possible in order. to

create a small, highly skilled and discip~
lined army.

24 September 1959 A law abolishing the secret police was
: passed, evidently in accordance with plans
of Raul Castro to ensure that all police
and investigative forces would be under his
command in law as well as in fact. The
move followed the dissolution of the compar-
atively efficient marine corps, which was
‘ only one of Raul's moves to reduce the pro-
* fessional status and political independence
: N of the Cuban Navy.

13 October 1959 Cuban Minister of Commerce Raul Cepero
Bonilla noted during an appearance on.a
television program that in the preceding
five years the USSR had purchased 260
million pesos worth of sugar without any
corresponding purchase of USSR products
by Cuba. While these commercial relations
continued to exist, he said, Cuba did not
contemplate the initiation of diplomatic

(xglatignsrith the Soviet Union.

16 October 1959 It was .announged.f£ollowing a cabinetimeeting
that the Cuban Ministry 'of National Defense
had been abolished and a new Ministry of Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces established in its place,
Raul Castro was named as chief of the new minis-
try, which assumed direct control over all army,
navy, air, and police forces.

22 Qctober 1959 Fidel Castro, during a four and one half hour tele-
: vision appearance, said that the government would
arm the peasants and workers to defend the revolu-

tion: against attacks like those of 21 October, when
small planes based in the United States had . Sk

- o allegedly "bombed" :Havana.. Ina
press statement issued on ctober, e
-12 -
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‘27 Novewber 1959 A total of 500 students arwmed with rifles
' ‘ borrowed from the arwmy paraded through
Havana in connection with the observance
of "Students' Day.'" The US embassy com-
mented that the student wilitia was evi-
dently progressing wmore quickly than the
efforts to form a workers' militia and a
farwers' wmilitia, At this date there was
no apparent direction or organization in
the establishment of wmilitia groups. /™

10 Decewber 1959 The Havana press carried the text of an
’ exclusive UPI interview with Cuban foreign

winister Raul Roa at the United Nations,
in which Roa disclosed that Fidel Castro
had called a '"Conference of Uliderdeveloped
Nations" to be held in Havana in wid=-1960,
28 Afro-Asian nations and '"some" Latin
Awerican countries would attend. Despite
an intense Cuban campaign to line up firm
commitments from these nations to attend.-
a campaign which persisted until the suummer
of 1960-~the Cuban government was forced
to abandon or at least postpone the confer-
ence bacause of its failure to obtain wore

‘than tentat m only a few
countries. _
b

10 December 1959 Moscow radio said that the Soviet technical
and cultural exhibit appearing in Mexico
City at the time would open in Havana on.
5 February 1960, ‘ «

14 December 1959 Paraguayan officials in Asuncion were in-
formeéd that 300 wachine guns and 800 rifles
were about to be shipped to Buenos Aires
under orders from Raul Castro for the use
of Paraguayan rebels against the Stroessner
regime, |

31 December 1959 The first shipment of arms and ammunition
' bought’' from Italy under terms of an agree-
went concluded in July arrived in Havana
aboard an-:Italian vessel. - Equipment esti-
" wmated to be worth some $2,500,000 was .
furnished to Cuba under the agreement It
included:
72 81 wm wortars and 40,000 mortar shells
16 120 wm wortars and 8,000 shells
12 105 mm howitzers and 16,000 105 mm
shells

- 13 -
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26 October 1959

3 November 1959

12 November 1959

13 November 1959

17 Novewber 1959

__SECRET™

Secretary General of the National Confederation
of Sugar Workers announced that orders had been
sent to all constituent unions to begin at once
their organization of military training for all
members in accordance with Prime Minister

(Casinnsngggmmentatfons on 22 October,

Couplaining sgainst American efforts to prevent
Cuba from obtaining jet planes from quland,
Fidel Castro initiated a popular drive to collect
money from the public to buy aircraft to defend
Cuba during the course of a mass meeting in
Havana, Castro contributed a check of his own
to this fund drive, and numerous governuent
agencies and private enterprises followed suit.
By 2 November it was anncunced that there was a

total of $34,568.17 in the fund.

The newspaper Revolucion, the official daily of
of Castro's 26Th of July MOvement, advocated that
Soviet Deputy Premier Mikoyan, who was to inaugu-
rate the Soviet exhibition in Mexico on 22 Novem
ber, be invited to visit Cuba as a prelude to the
resumption of diplomatic relations and to expand

trade between Cuba and the USSR,

A Cuban arws purchasing wmission canvassing West-
ern Europe was reported en route to Prague to

investigate possible acquisitions of jet aircraft
and other arms., No results of this wission were
ever disclosed. \

Newly formed brigades of student militia from
Havana University, armed with 100 rifles al-
legedly furnished by the army and led by student
federation leader Major Rolando Cubela, passed in
review before armed forces minister Raul Castro.

According to an official of the UAR foreign
wministry, Cuban authorities told the UAR foreign
winister that Cuba had decided to strengthen 1its
army, and they requested samples of weapons then
being used by UAR armed forces, both Soviet and
locally made.

- 14 -
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- 31.December 1959

1 January 1960

7 January 1960

9 January 1960

12 January 1960
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50 machineguns - o

70 rocket launchers and 8,000 rockets

7 flamethrowers .

1,500,000 50 cal, cartridges

Miscellaneous communications equip-
ment (SECRET)

The Castro government signed its first trade
agreement with Communist China, under the
terms of which Cuba agreed to sell 50,000

tons of sugar to Peiping at a price below -
the world wmarket price,

The first contingent of men and women uwembers
of the Havana University student militia

left Havana for a two-week training period in
the Sierra Maestra, They were accompanied

by Fidel Castro., This was the first wmilitia
group to obtain field training, following

which the membe were to t as instructors
for new units,

A Cuban returning from a tour of Communist

China told Raul Castro that the Chinese Commu-

nist foreign winister asked hiw to tell Raul
that 20 industrial and agricultural techni-

cians already promised would arrive in Cuba
during January,

The Ministry of Revolutionary Armed Forces
designated Captain Rogelio Acevedo Gonzale€z
as national chief of the "Revolutionary .
Militias,"” At the same time instructions
were issued to the Chiefs of all four mili—
tary services tbat they were to facilitate
the military training of all civilians who -
asked for it. |

O?ganization and direction of the revolution-
ary wmilitia by the Cuban government became
more complete with the publication of new
regulations governing the wilitia groups,
The following regulations were instituted:
(1) 211 wilitia groups were given 30 days in
which to register with the government; ' (2)
each militiaman was instructed to file bio-
graphic data forms and photos with the head
of his group; (3) each wilitia instructor
had to obtain a certificate within 30 days
authorizing him to do such work; and (4)

-wilitia groups unable to cowply with these

and other wminor regulations had to suspend
activities until the new edicts had been
met.

- 15 -
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4 ¢ v
13 March 1960

18 March 1960

24 March 1960

26 March 1960 -

In a speech at Havana University Fidel Castro
referred to a "yankee paper which in days past
said that we had spent I don't know how many
millions on arms.,"” Although Castro acknowledged
that the government had indeed been procuring
the weapons "necessary for its defense,"” he gave
no figures and no description of the types of
arms acquired, - He -took the position that it was
nobody's business what arums Cuba acquired since
they were exclusively for self defense. He
indicated that the watchword of the revolution
was "work -and rifle" and said the people must
work to carry forward the revolutionary program
and at the same time be prepared to shoulder a
rifle to repel .the aggressor in the event of an
attack.

A press report stated that Cuba would buy 12
Mi-4 helicopters from the USSR "for irrigation
and fuwmigation work.," One of these was on dis-
play at the Soviet exposition?and was left in
Cuba,  Castro noted that only the day before
the United States had revoked export licenses
for the sale of four similar helicopters to
Cuba,

A fairly reliable source with good government
contacts reported that in case of a possible
internal conflict, Fidel Castro's strategy

would be to rely heavily on the civil militia

in the cities and to use the Cuban army mostly
for guerrilla-type warfare in rural areas and

in the mountains. An untested source reported
in this connection that the government had

begun an intensive arms distribution and cach- -
ing program in-anticipation of such a conflict

Communists or pro-Communists from 15 Latin
American countries attended the closing cere-

‘monies of the "Week of Solidarity with the

Struggle of the Latin Amwerican Peoples''--pro-
claimed by the Coumunist-infiltrated labor arm
of the Castro regime and backed by the Cuban
Coumunist party--and issued a manifesto calling
for the initiation of an "anti-imperialist and
anti-feudal revolution in all Latin America."

A Cuban labor leader announced plans at the
sawe time for a '"great Latin American congress
to create the apparatus to fight the common
eneny,,.,.imperialism,” He said Cuban delegations
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31 March 1960

4 April 1960

%
-3

28 April 1960

1 May 1960

__SEERET

would leave on 1 May for other Latin Awerican
countries '"to give them help and to request
aid for the Cuban revolution,”" Many of the
week's manifestations stressed the "unfortu-

nate plight" of Puerto Rico, "still under t :
bondage of the common enemy."

Cuban Foreign Minister Raul Roa and the Polish
Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade signed a trade
and payments agreement, a technical cooperation
agreement, and a credit agreement for Cuban
purchases of Polish industrial equipment,
According to subsequent reports, there were no

provisions for supplying wilitary aircraft or
arms to Cuba under the terms of the agreement,

The Fourth National Congress of the youth

section of the Cuban Communist party opened

in Havana and was attended by delegates from

the Soviet Union, Communist China, Czecho-
slovakia, and a number of other Soviet bloc
countries in addition to those from other Latin
American countries., The congress, which lasted

8- week, opened with a rally broadcast over the
fovernment-operated radio and television networks,

President Ydigoras of Guatemala announced a
rupture of relations with Cuba for complicity
with elements in Guatemala planning to overthrow
bis government, | gw

Revolutionary army units participating in the

May Day parada in Havang consisted of an armored
serial composed of Sherman and Comet medium

tanks plus armored cars and light tanks;; an
artillery serial of 75 mm Pack howitzers, 25 wm
Hotchkiss antiaircraft guns and four unidentified
truck-drawn artillery pieces; and an infantry
serial of five three-company battalions., All
infantrymen parading carried Belgian FN 7,62
automatic rifles, These detachments were followed
by the University, Peasant, Women's, and Workers'
Militias, | |
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¢ 4 May 1960

7 May 1960

22 May ‘1960

22 May 1960

31 May 1960
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A Brazilian Communist reported that a
school for Latin American Communists had

‘been established in Communist China in

April offering a six-month course in
military strategy and agrarian reform.
Among the students reported to be at-
tending the school were 30 Cubans.

The Cuban Foreign Office announced the
re~establishment of diplomatic relations
with the Soviet Union at the embassy
level. Soviet ambassador to Havana Sergey
Kudryavtsev arrived in Cuba in mid-August,
and Cuban ambassador to Moscow Faure

(Qhanmggigax:iygdgfhere in early September.

80 Russians arrived in Cuba on 22 May

to join the Soviet Trade Commission es-
tablished during Mikoyan's visit in Feb-
ruary, according to information considered
reliable by the US service attaches in
Havana. Caracas newspapers during the
week reported that groups of Russians and
Czechs had recently been passing through
Venezuela en route to Havana by several
airlines. Their documents described them
as mechanics, technicians, and experts

in varying fields, and a "diplomatic

mission of technical assistance."|

According to a Cuban government official,
crates of Cuban and Soviet Communist
propaganda material were placed on the
plane which was used by Cuban president
Osvaldo Dorticos in his 22 May - 14 June
tour of six Latin American countries.

The propaganda material allegedly was
delivered to the Cuban embassy in each
country on the Dorticos itinerary. Sub-
sequent reports indicate that Cuban em-
bassies in most Latin American countries
have covertly received varying amounts
of Cuban propaganda for local distribution.

14

A reliable source of the US Army attache
in Havana stated that the only Soviet ad-
visors with the Cuban Air Force at that
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-7 L time were the four techunicians left with
: the helicopter the USSR presented to Cuba
in February. The source had been told
that Soviet fighters would be delivered .
in June or July, accompanied by Soviet
pilots and technicians. | |

31 May 1960 Another Cuban arms purchasing mission _
" visited the bloc, including the USSR, Com-
munist China, and Czechoslovakia. The
only reported result was a contract to
purchase an unspecified number of Soviet
helicopters for the Cuban armed forces.

1 June 1960 The Nicaraguan government cabled the
Cuban foreign ministry demanding the re-
call of the Cuban ambassador and his en-

tire staff for having repe
’_i_n_i\mm_z_n_jivities R

10 June 1960 Czechoslovakia extended a $20,000,000
. . credit for industrial development to
Cuba. A technical assistance agreement

i
and a five-year trade pact betwe |
(hwnnnuntxieswerawalso signed. !

o . , i
|

{

i

17 June 1960 . The Cuban government announced that Poland
: had accepted thé Cuban candidate for ambas-
sador to Warsaw. Relations between the
two countries at the embassy level were
formally announced on 3 September in Ha-
vana. |

20 June 1960 An eight-man Cuban mission reportedly
: departed for Czechoslovakia to be trained
in artillery methods for two or three .
months. The report stated that all Cuban
artillery purchasés were now to be made -
in Czechoslovakia. | |

25 June 1960 : Cuban Minister of Armed Forces Raul Castro
) left for a visit. to Prague, accompanied
by a number of Cuban military officers
and government officials. It is likely
that an agreement for Czechoslovakia to

supply arms to Cuba
this time.
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¢ 4 July 1960 . According to an untested Cuban government
: i official, the Cuban embassy in Bern was
in the process of issuing visas to a
group of 30 Communist Chinese nationals--
including three military officers--who
planned to travel to Cuba for "commercial”
purposes. The Bern embassy reportedly
had standing. instructions to honor all
‘Soviet and Communist Chinese visa requests
without congulting Havana beforehand. v

7 July 1960 ‘ ) The Soviet vessel Zhan Zhores delivered
four Mi-4 helicopters to Cuba, which
were then taken to the Playa Baracoa
airbase near Havana to be assembled by
Soviet' and/or Czech technicians. This
ship may have carried additional military
equipment such as rifles, machine guns
and ammunition, which later was turned
over to the Cuban militia. A report =
from the US Army attache in Havana on 30
July said that a recent delivery of bloc
arms had included 10,000 rifles with
folding bayonets, 10,000 submachine guns
and 30 "cannon," This equipment may have
been delivered from the Zhan Zhores.

9 July 1960 In a speech to the All-Union Conference
of Teachers at Moscow Soviet Premier
Khrushchev said: '"Figuratively speaking,
Soviet artillerists, in the event of .
necessity, can with their rocket firepower
support the Cuban people if the aggressive
forces \in the Pentagon dare begin inter-
vention against Cuba..... recent testis
have shown, we have rockets capable of
striking accurately in a set square at
a distance of 30,000 kilometers." When
asked later the same day by US correspon-
dents to clarify his earlier rematks,
Khrushchev refused but sent a note saying
the USSR would not remain indifferent '
in such a situation. The Soviet Ministry
of Foreign Affairs press chief was re-
ported as saying the remarks were
hypothetical and applied to a hypothetical
situation; thus no clarification was
appropriate,
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12 July 1960

15vJu1y'1960

16 July 1960

18 July 1960

19 July 1960

21 July 1960

In regard to the US Naval Base at Guan-
tanamo Khrushchev said at his 12 July
press conference that the Cuban people
would in time have their say. "They

will say 'it is énough. You have plundered

sufficiently. Now get out!' If at that
time the United States intervenés mili-
tarily we will lend Cuba our support,"
he said.

-,Beigién'governmént officials informed

the US embassy an Brusseéls that Belgium
would issue no more export license r
‘the sale of arms to Cuba,

Aerial and ground reconnaisance by,the
US military attaches in Cuba failed to

reveal evidence of MIG aircraft or unusual

construction activities which had -
tioned in numerous reportsﬁ

Several sources reported that the former
foreign minister of Argentina under Peron
was negotiating with the Cuban goverament

concerning cooperation with the Peronistas

and Communists in Argentina for the over-
throw of President Frondizi. Argentine-
born "Che" Guevara, Cuba's economic czar,
reportedly consulted with the ex-foreign

minister on three occasions.

Soviet delegate Sobolev, in the debate in
the Security Council on Cuban charges
against the US, denounced the US' alleged

''econouic aggression'" against Cuba and

its campaign of "hostile agitations and
slander." He denied that the USSR had
any use for bases in Cuba or elsewhere
since weapons based on its own soil could
reach "any target."” "If armed aggression
were undertaken against Cuba," he said,
the USSR "could not remain indifferent"

and would assist Cuba with all its mili-
tary might, if Cuba so requestedt'[lli]

The joint Soviet-Cuban communique issued
after Raul Castro's interview with Khru-
shchev in Moscow on 18 July asserted
that the Soviet Union would "use every
means to prevent US armed intervention
against Cuba. The communique then mini-
mized the likelihood of such US
4 ' {
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7 August 1960

7 August 1960

15 August 1960
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Probably he referred to Czech rifle h
had been delivered shortly before.

In Prime Minister Fidel Castro's speech

at the closing session of the Latin Ameri-
can Youth Congress, he repeatedly attempted
to identify Latin American workers, peasants,
students, and intellectuals with the Cuban
revolution and frankly appealed to the
people over the heads of their governments
to follow the Cuban example., .He bitterly
attacked the forthcoming Meeting of Foreign
Ministers and the Organizatdon of American
States as tools of "American iniperialism"
to be used against the Cuban revolution.

He also elaborated further an the subject
of arming the militia: he sdaid that arms
were located in strategic places, were
readily accessible for distribution to
militiamen, and were in condition for im-
mediate use. In another speech given the
same day, foreign minister Raul Roa said
that Cuba had taken its place in the front
ranks of a world-wide revolutionary move-
nment of greater scope and impact than the
Renaissance,

- Contingents of a so-called International

Work Brigade began to arrive in Cuba in
order to participate in the comstruction
of a '"school city" in the Sierra Maestra
mountains of Oriente Province. "Volun- -
teers"” from a number of countries, in-
cluding most Sino-Soviet bloc natiouns,
were joined by many delegates remaining
after the conclusion of the Latin Ameri-
can Youth Congress. Before the brigade
left Cuba in early October, several

"reports from brigade members stated that

participants were given guerrilla train-
ing during their two month period in the
Sierra Maestra. ‘

In response to Khrushchev's congratula~
tions on the anniversary of the 26th of
July Movement, Fidel Castro sent a letter
to Khrushchev in .which he stated that
Soviet "sympathy puts us under still
greater obligation to follow the path we
have chosen....The breaking of the chain

-
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16 August 1960

16 August 1960

18 August 1960

2; August 1960

28 August 1960

~
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of imperialist oppression is of tremendous

significance for the peoples of Latin Ameri-

ca and for all oppressed peoples of the
world.” He added that Soviet solidarity
with Cuba is '"unquestionable proof that
the peoples fighting for independence
are not alone." |

A New China News Agency despatch from
Peiping reported that Communist Chinese
Premier Chou En-1lai had offered Cuba
"all possible assistance with no quali-
fications." |

- The,eighth-nafionél congreéS'of‘the Popu-

lar Socialist (Communist) party of Cuba
opened in Havana with many relatively
high-level foreign Communist delegations
in attendance. Communist'thna,'East
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Rumania, and Poland sent members of party
central committees, and North Korea also
sent delegates. The gathering provided

an opportunity for international Communist
liaison and for the further exploitation
0f Cuba a i i
America.

[

Another Cuban plane flew to Prague with -
at least 80 passengers, most of whom were

probably more military trainees.

A photograph taken on 21 August revealed
that Czech 7.62 mm semiautomatic rifles
had been delivered to Cuba and were in
the hands of the militia., There was no
indication of the amount of Czech material
which had been delivered, biit probably
the rifles were part of a small shipment
made in July. It may have included
machine guns, ammunition, and othex

light arms as well. At the ceremony
where the picture was taken, Castro told
the graduating militiamen that the people
were "armed to the teeth' and soon more

weapons would be received.’

Foreign Minister Raul Roa and the Cuban
delegation to the Seventh Meeting of

‘Foreign Ministers at San Jose,; Costa

Rica walked out of the meeting after
failing to obtain approval of a resolu-
tion condemning the United States and
failing to bloc the adoption of a firm
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' " resolution against Soviet bloc interven-

' ' tion in this hemisphere. Speeches by Roa
and Fidel Castro two days latexr reached
new heights of bitter inveéective against
the US and against the representatives
of other Latin American governments.
This trend was continued when on 2 Septem-
ber the Castro regime summoned a "National
. Gensral Assembly of the Cuban People" in
Havana to repudiate the Declaration of San
Jose and to counter it with a so-called
"Declaration of Havana,' which in effect
withdrew Cuba from the inter-American system
and al%gned it more firmly with the Sino-Soviet
bloc.

29 August 1960 North Korea received its first diplomatic
' recognition outside the Bloc with the sign-

ing in Havana of an agreement to exchange
ambassadors with Cuba "as soon as possible.”
The announcement was made in a joint declaration
following the signing of a cultural exchange
agreement by representatives of the two
countries.

2 September 1960 Fidel Castro announced at the "National General
Assembly of the Cuban People'" that Cuba would
no longer recognize Nationalist China but would
establish diplomatic relations with the
Chinese Pesople's Republic; that Cuba would
support the admission of Communist China to
the United Nations; and that Cuba would es-
tablish relations with ''all the socialist
countries."” On 24 September the Cuban
cabinet approved decrees formally establishing
diplomatic relations with North Korea and
Communist China at the embassy level; on
28 September Peiping and Havana 1issued
-a joint communique agreeéeing to exchange
ambassadors as soon as possible.

- 8 September 1960 The Soviet cargo ship Ilya Mechnikov

L arrived in Havana with the first major
shipment of bloc arms to Cuba. Its 4,000~
ton Cargo apparently included at least
10 medium tanks, antiaircraft artillery,
machine guns, ammunition, radar and
electronics equipment and other unidenti-
fied material. Detailed reports did not
indicate that aircraft were delivered at that
tinme. :
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125 September 1960 TASS gave the following excerpt of Khrushchev's i
t : press interview at Glen Cove, New York: - {
: : Question: When Raul Castro was 1in :
Moscow you stated that in the case of US .
intervention against Cuba, the Soviet Union
would strike at the United States. Do I
have your statement right?

Answer: More or less right. But you
needn't worry.:  Your commentator Lippmann
wrote: "If." But since America does:nodt
intend to attack Cuba this means that
there is no danger whatsoever.'".

7 October 1960 Cuba and Bulgaria signed a commercial ' |
: agreement--uhder which Bulgaria agreed to
- ) - -~ buy at least 20,000 tons of Cuban sugar
annually for the next five years--and
a protocol on scientific and technical
cooperation. Representatives of bokh
countries then issued a joint statement
announcing the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two countries at
the embassy level. | |

22 October 19860 Soviet Premier Khrushchev showed his
reluctance to be drawn into too precise
a reiteration or elaboration of his 9
July rocket threat against the US. 1In
_ : an interview with Cuban journalists in
t . Moscow, Khrushchev said he would like
’ his statement regarding aid to Cuba in
. the case of armed aggression against that
country, '"really to be symbolic." Khrushchev
added, '"for this purpose it is essential .
that the imperialists' threat of intervention
against Cuba shall not materialize into
military operations, and then there will
be no need to confirm the reality of our
statement about armed assistance to the
people of Cuba against aggression.”

25 October 1960 Cuba and Rumania signed a trade agreement
and technical assistance protocol in Havana
and issued a joint communique declaring
their intention to exchange ambassadors.
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¢ 20 October 1960

28 October 1960

3
!

28 October 1960

28::0ctober 1960

!

‘31 October 1960

2 November 1960

was plamning:an imminent invasion of

The USSR lent its support in the UN to
Cuba's charges that the United States

Cuba and to its umsuccessful demand that

the matter be discussed in a plenary

session of the Gemeral Assembly. Soviet
support for Cuba on the sameé issue was :
again offered on 1 November. | |

The US Naval Attache in Havana reported
the arrival of the Russian freighter
Tiksi with large crates of deck cargo,

fossibly containing arms of aircraft.

The American Embassy in Havana reported

a consensus among US military attaches -in
Cuba that the number of Soviet MIG air-
craft nmentioned in numerous’ reports as
being in Cuba was highly exaggerated and
possibly there were none at all. Their
reports indicated a possibility, however,
that.there were from six to” ten MIGs at
the San Antonio de los Banos or San
Julian airbases.

A source described as very reliable by

the US Naval Attache reported that two
thousand militiamentwere undergoing
military training on a farm in Pinar

Del Rio Province. The training reportedly
included tank orientation, and four

-Russian tanks were seen at this location.

A usually reliable. source reported that

Rio de Janeiro students and workers planned
to stage a parade on 4 November in support
of the Cuban revoluticn using funds from
official and private Cuban sources. The
Cuban charge d'affaires in Rio and a
Brazilian Communist were allegedly
responsible for coordirnating the parade
plans.

Following the ouster of Salvadoran
President Lemus and the assumption of
power by a six-man junta, the US embassy
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in San Salvador -commented that it appeared
likely that the way was now open for the
full return of Cuban diplomatic representa-
tion in El Salvador--virtually suspended
since early July--and the renewal of Cuban .
subversive activity within the country.

7 November 1960 The US Consul in Santiago de Cuba reported
' , he had received reliable information that

the Russian merchant ship Lsaris arrived at
an Oriente Province port on 7 November and
unloaded between four and five thousand
tons of guns and light army and naval
artillery. Tight security méasures ~
were reportedly enforced during the week.
the Soviet ship was in port. Tﬁ

11 November 1960 Nicaraguan rebel attacks near the Costa
Rican~Nicaraguan border apparently were
made by conservatives as well as leftists,
a few of whom had recently beeh in Cuba.
Costa Rican and Nicaraguan charges’ that the
rebels were backed by Cuba and reports of
the presence of a few Cubans among the
rebel forces have not yet been confirmed.

13 November 1960 " The Guatemalan revolt of 13 November was
apparently led by disaffected military
officers with backing from opposition
groups ranging from right to extreme
left. While Cuban propaganda and sub-
version has been employed toward such’ an:
end in Guatemala as well as most other
Latim American countries, there is still
no evidence that the 13 November uprising
was closely directed by Cuba.
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ANNEX 1.

. ARMS AND EQUIPHMENY OF CUBAN.ARMY

- ITEM

Received during Period

-ON HARND Currently
1 Jan 59 1l Jan 59 - Present Available
Free World Bloc
Sources . Sources*
1. Armored Vehicles
a, Lt Tk, "3-man
Dutch” (US) 8 8
b, Lt TkM3Al (US) 12 12
¢, Med Tk M4Al w/76-mm
. Gun (US) 7 7
d. Med Tk Comet
w/77-mm Gun (UK) 15 15
e, Scout Car, M3A1l,
White (US) 19 19
f. Armored Car, M8(US) 20 20
g. Medium Tanks, T34
(USSR) 40 40
h, Assault Guns,
SV-100 10 10
i. Armored Personnel
Carriers, BTR-152 ; 60 60
2. Motor Transport
a. Sedans (US) 175 175 .
b. Jeeps (US) 599 599
c. Trucks (US) 158 158
d. Busses (US) 28 28
e. Ambulances (US) 19 19
f. Cmd Recon Car
3/4~-ton {US) 4 4
g. Motor Cycles (US) 149 149
h, Special Purpose
Vehicles 19 19
i. Trailer, 1/4-ton 30 .30
j. Trailer, 3/4-ton 3 3
k. Trailer, 1 1/2-ton 6 6
1. Trailer, 1 1/2-ton
water tank 1 1

i

* Arms received from bloc sources have been estimated based on

tonnages delivered,

reports received from Cuba.

v
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types and quantities of material delivered by
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'|ON HAND

ITEM Received during Period |Currently
1 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present |(Available
Free World Bloc
.Sources Sources*
3. Artillery
a. 25-mm Hotchkiss _
AA Gun (Fr) 16 y 16
b. 37-mm Gun M6 (US) 9 9
¢, 57-mm Gun, Salute C
Gun (UK) - 6 6
d. 75-mm Pack Howitzer: '
(Us) : 8 8
e. 105-mm Howitzer, 4 (Possibly
Pack (It) .16) 4-16
f, Field Gun, 85-mm L 25 25
g. Howitzer, 122-mm 45 45
h, Antitank Gun, 30-mm 30 30
i, Antiaircraft gun, :
- 85-uin . _ S50 50
. Multiple rocket
"launcher, 130-mm 20 20
k. Antitank gun, 57-mm
(or Recoilless
Gun, 82-mm B10) 30 30
1, Gun Howitzer, 152-mm 10 10
4, Mortars
a, 60-mm M2 (US) 17 - 17
b. 8l-mm 14 ( 72 (1t) 86
Cc, 82-mm . - 120 120
d. 120-mm 30 30
5. Rocket Launchers
a, Launcher, Grenade
.Cal 30 M7A3 75 75
b. Launcher, Grenade
M8 ' 60 60
¢. Launcher, Rocket
3.5" M2 28 (US) | 70 (It) 98

* Arms received from bloc sources have been estimated based on

tonnages delivered, types and quantities of material delivered by
the Bloc to other countries, the size of the Cuban ground forces,
and reports received from Cuba.
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6 - : ITEM ON HAND ‘Received during Period |Currently
T 1 Jan 59 |1 1 Jan 59 ~- Present Available
Free World “Bloc
‘ Sources Sources*
6. Recoilless Rifles
a, 57-mm M18 (US) 9 j 9
b, 75-mm (US) 4 ' ' i 4
7. Machine Guns i
a. Browning Cal .30, |
M1919A6 103 : {103
b, Browning Cal .30, S :
M1917 110 _ ' 110
c. Browning Cal ,350,
M2 80 90
d. Colt Cal 30 69 ‘ 69
e, Lewis, Cal 30 6 ' 6
. f. Vickers, Cal 30 11 . ) 11
g. MAG, light, 7.62-na _ . 500. (Bel) 500
h. Antiaircraft, . - L
14.5~-mm (or 12.7- | 5
muy) O 30 30
8. Submachine Guns
a. Thompson Cal 45(US) |1,098 : 1,098
b, Steyr-Solothurn,
9-mm (Aust) 40 40
¢, Marck~English, .
9-mm : ! 25 25
d, UZI FN, 9-mm 25 1,500 (Bel) ' 1,525
e, 9-mm, M23 (Czech) 10,000 10,000
f. Miscellaneous 105 ' 105

* Arms received from bloc sources have been estimated based on
tonnages delivered, types and quantities of material delivered by
the Bloc to other countries, the size of the Cuban ground forces,
and reports received from Cuba. '
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ITEM ON HAND | Received during period| Currently
. |11 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present |Available
Freée World | Bloc
Sources 1 Sources*
10, Pistols and Revolvers
.a. Pistol, Colt, 1,120 : 1,120
‘ _ M1911A1, Colt 45 ' :
b. Pistol, Star, Cal :
45 (Sp) 300 300
c..Pistol, Remington, )
Cal 45 206 .. 206
d. Pistols, assorted - 200 200
e, Revolver Colt, Cal '
45 (us) 10,750 ' 10,750
f. Revolver, SW, Cal :
45 (US) 340 , 340
g. Revolver, Colt, :
: Cal (US) 100 , 100
h, Revolver, SW, o - L
Cal 38 : _ 45 ‘ 45
i. Revolver, . ! N ; :
Assorted 200 L 200
11, Ammunition ** :
a. Cartridge, Cal 7.62 | 52,000,000
, , (Belg) ;
b. Cartridge, 9-mm ; 3,000,000
; (Belg)
c. Cartridge, Cal 30 : 2,734,000
L ; (Norway)
d. Cartridge, Cal 50, . .
Ball . . 1,920,000
(Norway
& It)
e, Cartridge, Cal 50, | .
APIT&T : 580,000
? (1t)

* Arms received from bloc sources have been estimated based on ton-
nages delivered, types and quantities of material delivered by the
Bloc to other countries, the size of the Cuban ground forces, and
reports received from Cuba. - ,

** It is not possible to estimate quantities of ammunition on hand
on 1 Jan 59. There were substantial quantities of Cal 30, Cal 4S5,
Cal 50, 60 and 8l-mm mortar ammunition and some 3,5-inch rockets,
handgrenades, and rifle grenades.
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ITEM -ON‘HAND .{Received during Period| Currently

{1 Jan 59 | 1 Jan 59 - Present |Available
| .|Free -World | Bloc |
1 | Sources - Sources* :
! » i
| . 5 N
f. Shell, Mortar,3i-mm . l 20,0001
light - i (1t) :
g. Shell, Mortar, 81-mm} . y S f
heavy : 12,000]
| | (It)
h. 'Shell, Mortax, 8l-mmj| . - :
- smoke K 8,00¢| .
) : (It) g :
i. Rocket, 3.,5", heat } 8,000} )
I : (It) ‘ !
Jj. Rocket, 3.5", t oo : !
practice [ 3,000
(It) '
k. Round, howitzer, o
105-mm, M2A1l 16,0006
= (1t) ‘
1. Handgrenades, , o ;
Mark II 20,000}
: (Norway |
m., Antitank grenades : 65,000 |
. - (Belg) |
‘n. Handgrenades, : , .
Assorted 15,000 ¢
(Belg) |
0. Assorted . | 6,000 ton.
12, Communications }
Equipment : :
a. Telephone, EE-8 24 140 (It) | 164 !
b. Telephone, types unk| 1423 Nt 1423 - ;
c. Switchboard, : ; : ' i
. SB-18/GT 7 _ | 7 ’
d. Switchboard, ‘ B : :
- SB-22/PT ' 1 - | 1 _ \
e.,Switghboard, ; ’ : _
Type unk 41 ? _ é 41
f. Switchboard : X
(10-1ine) , 12 (1t) | | 12
g. Switchboard ; : v
(63-1ine) : S 3 (1It) ¢ ' 3

* Arms received from bloc sources have been estiuated based on ton-
nages delivered, types and quantities of material delivered by the
Bloc to:.other countries, the size of the Cuban ground forces, and

X s

reports:received from Cuba.
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ITEM " |ON HAND | Received during Period |Currently

1l Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present |Available
41 Free World | Bloc

4 Sources 1 Sources

h. Radio Set,

AN/GRC-7 1 1
i. Radio Set, AN/PRC6 39 39
j. Radio Set, N : _

AN/PRC-10 31 . 31
k. Radio Set, '

AN/VRC-10 1 1
1. Radio Sets, Misc 116 116
m. Remote Control

Eq, AN/GRC-11 2 : 2

13. Miscellaneous

a. Binoculars 1
6 x 30 (1It) ' : 35 - 35

b. Binoculars ,

8 x 30 (It) t 25 ’ 25
¢. Compass, MK III 60 60
d. Plotting Board M10 10 I 10
e. Riot Gun, Gas 73 ' 73
f. Mines, HEAT M6 122 122
g. Flame Throwers (It) ’ 7 . 7
h. Aiming Circle M1 3 3
i. Very Pistol (US) - 56 ' : ; - 56
j. Pyrotechnic Pro- ‘ ' o

jector, Hand, MI19 17 o 17
k. Mine, AP 24,000 24,000

i (Belg) \

1. Helicopters .. . 10 (USSR) 10
m. Radars

|

15 (USSR) | 15
e . |

e gt s BT 0

*Arms received from bloc sources have been estimated based on ton-
nages delivered, types and quantities of material delivered by the
Bloc to other countries, the size of the Cuban ground forces, and
reports received from Cuba,
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CUBAN AIR FORCE EQUIPMENT

FIGHTER
F 47
F 51
Sea Fury -

Sub Total
LT BMR

B 26
Sub Total

A.S.W'.
TEM~38

Sub Total

TRANSPORT
-47
vC-53
C-46
C-54
" Lockheed-Lodestar

Sub Total
HELICOPTER
T H-19
Hound (MI-4)
H-13
Sub_Total

TRAINER & MISCELLANEOUS

PA 18
N 25
T.33
T 6
T.7
Cessna 310
PBY-5A
‘C-45
L-20
Sub Totals

Grand Totals

1958
PROP  JET

14

55 8

1960
PROP JET

Hl
() Kol 0 o

[+2]

o,
=N [+2]
4

©
(o]
X
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ANNEX 3

SOVIET BLOC POLICY TOWARD CUBA

The Sino-Soviet Bloc has heavily committed its prestige to
the ﬁaintenance of the.Castro regime. Following a relatively
long period of temporizing, Moscow first mqve& to estabiish
c¢lose relation with Havana lést Febrﬁary through the visit

of First Deputy Premier Mikoyan. The Joint communique issued
at that time provided the outline for future Cuban political
support of the Bloc in the international arena, in return;
for substantial Soviet economic assistance to Castro. Soviet

activities in exploiting the yapid: deterioration of US-

Cuban relations, however, were inhibited at that time by

the impending summit conferende and-President Eilisenhower's
scheduled visit to the USSR. | _
With the collapse of the summit in May and the cancellation
of the President's trip, these inhibitions were removéd_and
the Bloc launched a more intensive drive to exﬁand'ité'
political and economic influence in the Castro regime.
Exploitation of the Cuban situation became a prominent
element in Khrushchev's aggressive post—summit’campgign

to isolate the US and brand it before world opinion as
openly pursuing a policy of aggression and provocatiog.
Khrushchev's acceptance on 3 Jyne of an invitation to visit

Havana syﬁbolized fhe new boldness of Moscaw's moves to

demonstrate the USSR's ability to breach the Monroe Doctrine

and challenge the U.S, in its own backyard; Missions by
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‘ ‘ key Cuban officials to the Bloc presagedvfurther important.
gains in Bloc influénqe over . the Cuban:economy and Soﬁiet
willingness to move ahead éith military assistance. The
new and aggressive phase of Soiiet support was highlighted
in July by a series of public statements pledging Bloc aid
against any economic or military meashréé that the US might

 undertake against Cuba. |
In a speech on 9 July, Khrushchev declared, "figurativef&
speaking, Soviet artillerisys, in the event bf_pecesgity,
can with their rocket firepower-support the Cuban_people if

~ the aggressive forces in the Pentagon dare begin intervention
against Cﬁba,". A cémmunique signed by Khrushchev.and Raul
Castro on 21,Ju1y'stated that the USSR '"would use every means
to préVent US armed intervention .against Cuba." These pro~'-
nduncementé}were designed to deter,any military intervention
by anti-Castro forces and to place the USSR in a, position
to claim credit for paving protected Cuba .if such intervention
does not occur, Khrushchev, however, haé carefully avoided
any binding public committemnts to take wmilitary actions in
the event of an external attack on Cuba. When asked about

‘ his "rdcket threat" at a press interview on 25 September,
Kﬁruéhchev said "You needn't worry....Since Amé:ica. does |
pot intend to attack Cuba, this means‘that there is no danger
.whatsoever." There is no evidence of a formal mutual defense

- treaty between the USSR and Cuba and it is unlikely that

MOscow would be Willing to undertake any commitment of this
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pature. Khrushchev's interview with Cuban journalists on 22
October showed his reluctance to be.drﬁhn into too precise
a reiteration or elaboration of his 9 bvly statement. In re-

sponse to a request by the Cubans to comment on the "imperial-

- ist" contention that the'?rocket threat",wgs "purely symbolic,"

Khrushchev said, "I should like such sfqtements to be really
symbolic, as the enemies of the Cuban revolution say." He
added that it is "essential that the i@pefialists' threat of

intervention" does not materialize so tﬁat there will be no

" need "to test the reality of our statement concerning armed

assistance to the Cuban people against aggression."” In an N
apparent effort to avoid ani impression that he was retreat-
ing from his July statement, kprushchev assured the Cubans
that Soviet rockets were ré;dy‘in case of néed. A

The statements in July were coupled with official attacks on
the vaiidity of the Monroe Doctrine and a significant expan-
sion of Bloc relations with Cuba. For the first time Khru-
shchev also injécfed.the USSR into the issue of the US naval
base at Guantanamo Bay by charging that a "freaty withouf a
time iimit on terms enslaving to a small pation is sheer'

iniquity," and pledging Soviet support‘for Cuba should

‘the US undertake "aggressive action" against the Castro

regime, in reply to any further "legitimate' demand by
Havana. Following a vigorous US reaffirmation of the Monroe ~
Doctrine, a TASS statement dismissed it as "long defunct"”

and charged the US with using it as a cover to meddle in
-3 -
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' © Latin American affiars. The Soviet UN delegation also

5.

provided £u11 support for Cuban charges against the US in

the Security Council,
In the past three months the Bloc has further solidified its

position--all Bloc countries except Albénia Outer Mongolia,

and East Germany have now establlshed formal diplomatic re-

lations and most of these have signed economic agreements

" with Cuba., The USSR and some other members of the Bloc have

apparently gone to considerable lengths to grant Cuban eco-
nomic .-requirements top priority. They have also continued
to reaffirm'their support for Castro through public statements
and extensive propagnada agitation.

Moscow's suppqrt,oE the Castro iegime and its exploitation
of tense Cuban-American relations is part of its larger and
mbre extensive effort to isolate the US. Cuban complaints
against'the US in the UN thus provide the ideal vehicle

for advancing Moscow's own obJéctives and provide Soviet
charges with greater credibility and non-Bloc support.

The existence of an openly anti-US.regime in Lgtin America
provides the USSR with some documentation. for its claim

that US power and influence is declining. The close
relationship befween the Bloc aﬂd the Castro government

also serves to demonstrate the Communist claim that the
Monroe Doctrine is invalid and that,.as,Togliatti put it,
"no interpational problem can be treated without taking into

account the existence of the socialist natioms. Cuba, the
-4 -
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Congo....are all problems that must be eiamined and resoived
in light of this new balance of power."

The bloc's immediate aim appears to be exploitation of the
situation to discredit US policy and arouse neutralist
sentiment against the US in the UN, There is ample evidence
that Moscow hopes to encourage neutralist.action by foster-
ing the lmpression that a ﬁS invasion of.Cuba could be
imminent and that the USSR might intervene. As early as
July, when the US reduced the Cuban sugar quota, the USSR
began tp put presssure on neutraliét states for support of
Cuba by drawing parallels Qith the Suez crisis. iore re-
cently, both'the Bloc and Cuba have carried oﬁ an extensive:
psychological war:are campaign claiming that US attack
has.for the time being been forestalled through Soviet
warnings'and Cuba's increasing preparedness,

Cﬁba provides a better base of operations for sﬁﬁversion

and propaganda throughout L.A. than the Soviets have ever

had. They will probably avoid seeking an open Communist

seizure of power in Cuba or elsewhere., A strohgly anti-

American and pro-Soviet but not avowedly Communist regimé
like Castro's serves their purpose far better; it givéé

a native color to Communist agitation and limits the risk

of a hemisphere-wide reaction against outside Communiét
intervention. At the present stage, the main Soviet aim will
be to help the Castroist movement and its imitators through-

out Latin America to win a mass‘following,'primarily in
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order to pressure governments toward anti-US stands. The

Soviet leaders realize that, because of the history of the

inter-American system and past US preeminence in diplomatic,

economic, and military affairs, setbacks for the US in Latin

America will be doubly injurious to the US world position., i
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